
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF NOVEMBER 13, 2017 

 

The Work Session of November 13, 2017 was called to order at 6:31 p.m. in Room 201 and 

the open public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In 

attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, and Commissioner Moscatelli, 

the Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Chris Simonson, Greenmount Road, commented on the parking issues at the 

Central/Middle School during pickup and drop-off timeframes.  He stated that this is a 

major safety issue on Lincoln Avenue, as well as on Chestnut and Washington Avenues.  

Although, when the Parking Enforcement Officer is present there are no issues, so maybe 

placing cones the entire length when she is not there would be good.  The Borough 

Administrator advised Mr. Simonson that the borough would not authorize having any 

orange cones on Washington Avenue.  Mr. Simonson explained that he is more 

concerned about the stopping at the front of the school.  Mayor Rochford noted that 

there are these same issues at Tatem School as well.  Mr. Simonson then spoke about how 

some homeowners block the sidewalk when they park in their driveways.  It was noted 

that there are State standards that dictate that a sidewalk cannot be blocked in this 

manner.  The Administrator suggested that she talk to the Police Chief about having these 

specific instances mentioned by Mr. Simonson looked into and further suggested that 

letters be sent to these homeowners along with a copy of the overnight parking permit 

application.  The Commissioners agreed to these suggestions.  Mr. Simonson left the 

meeting at 6:43 p.m. 

 

John Stokes and Doug McCollister joined the meeting at this time to review the work the 

Land Use Sub-committee has done regarding sub-dividable lots in town.  Mr. Stokes 

reviewed the summary analysis provided: 

 

 704 potential sub-dividable lots identified 

 Lot width test reduced the number to 126 

 Further narrowed down to 56 potentially sub-dividable lots proximate to zone 

boundaries or clustered with similar lots 

 

Mr. Stokes noted that the detailed analyses were based upon sub-division compatibility 

with surrounding neighborhood, the proximity to a more suitable zone district, 

neighborhood characteristics that warrant new zone designations and the effect of 

recommended bulk definition changes on corner lots.  They have come up with the 

following rezoning recommendations: 

1. Washington and Jefferson Avenues corner lot change from R6 to the adjoining R5 

2. Washington Avenue and Upland Way corner lot change from R5 to adjoining R3 

3. 13 lots in Mr. Vernon / Westmont / Linden Avenues area change from R5 to a new 

R4 designation 

4. 3 Glover Avenue lots change from R8 to adjoining R6 

5. 5 Sylvan Lake lots change from a standalone R7 to a standalone R4 designation 

6. Hickory Lane and Overhill Avenue corner lot changes from R6 to adjoining R4 

7. 2.6 acres Methodist Church property change from R7 to adjoining R2 



8. 22 lots on Southern portion of Warwick Road change from R4 to adjoining R3, plus 

1 lot on Mountwell Avenue change from R4 to R6 

Mr. Stokes noted that with all of these recommended changes there is only one new non-

conforming lot created and the current number of non-conforming is reduced.  There 

are, however, many other lots that could be subdivided, but they did not think that was 

their job to address.  They only wanted to address the zoning.  Lastly, Mr. Stokes 

recommended having the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) evaluate Washington 

Avenue and Warwick Avenue to Jefferson Avenue for possible inclusion in the Historic 

District.  Mr. McCollister suggested establishing a two-tier system placing the entire town 

in the Historic District, with a certain area to be held to a higher standard.  Mr. Stokes 

noted that the recommended Zoning changes won’t protect the character of Warwick 

Road and Washington Avenue, which is why they are recommending that they be 

added to the Historic District.  Mr. Stokes then stated that there would need to be a full 

public vetting before this goes to the Commissioners for final approval and notices would 

need to be sent to all of the residences potentially affected so that they can make their 

comments at a Planning Board meeting.  The Administrator asked what the timeframe 

would be for this process.  Mr. Stokes replied that this would be for the Planning Board to 

decide, but the information will be presented to them before the end of the year.  He 

anticipates that the public meeting(s) would be held in late winter or early spring 2018. 

  

Mr. Stokes and Mr. McCollister left the meeting at 7:19 p.m. 

 

The Borough Solicitor reviewed the changes to the Irresponsible Dog Owner ordinance 

with regards to muzzling a dog.  The Commissioners agreed to include this on the Tuesday, 

November 21, 2017 agenda for first reading. 

 

The CGI Free Video Program was reviewed by the Administrator.  She noted that funding 

is provided by two national organizations.  They are offering a decent package for free.  

The buy-in is that they want to offer a similar package to business owners at a cost to 

them.  The Commissioners were asked if they were okay to move forward with this 

program.  The Borough would have to sign a letter of introduction that was sent out to 

the business owners.  The Administrator suggested that the Commissioners review the 

letter in more detail and this can be discussed again at the next work session.  

Commissioner Kasko expressed concern about this company being out of town. He feels 

we should see what companies in town can offer.  The Administrator replied that this 

would be expensive.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested that someone talk to the other 

towns who have used this program to see what they think about it.  One of the questions 

to ask was whether or not it is a hassle to the stores.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he 

is concerned about how our local businesses may react.  The Administrator stated that 

she would get a copy of the presentation for the Commissioners to watch.  

 

Arlene Fiorilli, Kathy Gold, and John and Ann Picking from the Partnership for Haddonfield, 

LLC (PfH) joined the meeting at 7:32 p.m. to discuss issues the PfH has had with events 

sponsored by other organizations throughout the year. 

 

The first issue raised were the barricades during the Antique Auto Show in September.  

The barricades were left at the corner of Mechanic Street and Kings Highway.  Whereas, 

during PfH events the barricades are at the Mechanic Street lot.  Additionally, a black 



bag is used to cover the One-Way sign at the end of Mechanic Street to allow access to 

that parking lot.  During the Antique Auto Show this was not done.  Mayor Rochford stated 

that he will talk to the Police Department about this issue.  He noted that the Department 

of Public Works drops off the barricades, as well as picks them up, but the PD sets them 

up on the day of the event.  The Administrator noted that these departments need to 

make sure their employees are all aware of how these events are to be set up.  The next 

issue raised was the placement of the port-o-potties in front of stores during the July 3rd 

Celebrations’ Independence Day Fireworks.  During PfH events the locations used for the 

port-o-potties are behind Haddy lane and in the Mechanic Street Lot.  Additionally, the 

port-o-potties stayed in the downtown from Monday, July 3rd until Thursday, July 6th.  The 

Administrator suggested that these specific items be listed in the resolution so that it is not 

left in the hands of the sponsors.  As for the length of time the port-o-potties are left on 

location, the Administrator commented that this is something that would have to be 

looked into and may depend upon the size of the event.  Ms. Fiorilli then commented 

that Haddonfield Rotary has reached out to PfH about joining the summer solstice food 

market event in June and stopping the July concerts.  Ms. Gold then talked about the 

children riding their bicycles on the sidewalk in the downtown and asked what could be 

done.  Some of these children are very aggressive.  Mayor Rochford noted that he has 

been working with the Police Department on this issue.  He is also looking into possibly 

amending the current ordinance to deal with this type of behavior.  Ms. Gold suggested 

requiring at a minimum that both wheels of the bicycles be on the ground at all times.  

Ms. Fiorili asked what the regulations and policies are for riding bikes downtown.  The 

Borough Solicitor briefly reviewed these and noted that this has been talked about a lot.  

Discussions were then held on the best way to approach this issue.  The Administrator 

noted that one of the problems is that the Borough cannot enforce the current ordinance 

on a 24/7 basis with a dedicated officer for the downtown area.  She also noted that the 

Police Department has been tasked with working on ways to address this issue town-wide.  

Commissioner Kasko suggested that the children need to be educated on the hazards 

of aggressive bike riding.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested having an Officer go into 

the schools to talk to the kids.  Another suggestion was to confiscate the bikes of those 

riding aggressively and require that the parents come in to pick up the bikes.  Mayor 

Rochford asked if the merchants were calling the police when these instances occur.  Mr. 

Picking stated that he can do that if necessary.  The problem is, though, that the officers 

arrive after the kids have left.  The idea of taking pictures was reviewed.  It was noted 

that tickets have been issued when the required bike helmet is not worn, which is a State 

Statute.  More discussions were held on how to solve the problem.  Ms. Gold then brought 

up the signage issues at Mechanic Street and noted that there is not a functional sign for 

the businesses at this location.  The Administrator stated that the Borough has been in 

talks with the landlord at the corner of Mechanic Street and Kings Highway to change 

the signage there to match that already at Kings Court, Tanner Street and the mini-mall.  

She also suggested that PfH reach out to the landlord and see if he would be willing to 

work with them.  It was agreed that there should only be one sign at this location.  Lastly, 

Mr. Picking noted that the businesses find it difficult to know exactly what is needed in 

terms of paperwork when they want to do something that requires Borough approval at 

their store.  The Administrator suggested that he talk to Ms. Fortunato.  She has packets 

of information for the businesses that were created for just that purpose.  This group left 

the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

 



The Administrator reviewed the most recent information provided by the Borough Planner 

regarding limited breweries in the downtown area.  She noted that the planners have 

updated their memo on the limited breweries and provided items for consideration that 

would be included in an ordinance.  The Borough Solicitor noted that there were a 

couple of recommendations from the Planner that he would need to incorporate into 

the ordinance he has written regarding outdoor seating for breweries.  Mayor Rochford 

stated that he would like to reach out to the surrounding towns about their best practices 

and policies regarding breweries in their towns first.  The Commissioners agreed to hold 

off on introducing anything until that has been done.  Commissioner Moscatelli pointed 

out that there are other ordinances that would need to be amended to match this new 

outdoor seating information; i.e. Chapters 84 and 203.  The Commissioners agreed to 

amend those ordinances at the same time.  Commissioner Moscatelli also commented 

about new State Statutes regarding wine stores and whether or not this should be 

incorporated now rather than having to amend everything again later.  The Administrator 

advised that we would need to make sure that the wine stores have the same regulations 

as the breweries.  The Commissioners agreed that the owners of the Kings Road Brewery 

be given a heads up when we are introducing these ordinance changes. 

 

The November 21, 2017 Commissioner Meeting agenda was reviewed.  The 

Commissioners were reminded that Bancroft will be attending this meeting to give a 

presentation thanking the Borough for their years of service before they move to their 

new location.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the appointment of the Court Judge 

could be discussed in closed session at the end of the meeting as a personnel issue.  The 

Commissioners agreed to discuss this in closed session.  

 

At 8:20 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli.  The 

Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:31 p.m. where they had also 

unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


